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Poetry Assignment

i. Explain closed form poetry and give example

Closed Form Poetry is a poetry that follows a prescribed or regular pattern of rhyme, rhythm/meter, line length, or stanzas, whereby each of these aspects serves a different purpose according to the effect the poet wishes to create. The following example of an epigram type of closed form poetry;
Days
[bookmark: _GoBack]Daughters of Time, the hypocritical Days,
Muffled and dumb like barefoot dervishes,
And marching single in an endless file,
Bring diadems and fagots in their hands.
To each they offer gifts after his will,
Bread, kingdom, stars, and sky that holds them all.

I, in my pleached garden, watched the pomp,
Forgot my morning wishes, hastily
Took a few herbs and apples, and the Day
Turned and departed silent. I, too late, Under her solemn fillet saw the scorn.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
ii. Define an Italian sonnet
The Italian sonnet is made up of two sections, grouped by different rhyming sounds. The first 8 lines are called the octave and has the rhyme scheme; 
a b b a a b b a 
The remaining 6 lines are called the sestet and can have either two or three rhyming sounds, unlike the octave pattern this pattern is flexible and is arranged in a variety of ways: such include; 
c d c d c d
c d d c d c
c d e c d e or,
c d e c e d
iii. Define an English sonnet
The English sonnet is regarded as the simplest, most flexible pattern out of all sonnets;  it consists of 3 quatrains of alternating rhyme scheme, whereby each quatrain serves to develop its own idea,  though still closely related. The English sonnet closes with a rhyming couplet:
 a b a b c d c d e f e f g g
iv. Explain open form poetry and  give examples 
Open Form Poetry is also referred to as a Free Verse, this form of poetry that does not follow a predictable or regular pattern of rhyme, rhythm/meter, or line length but it relies more on natural rhythmic phrases that has normal pauses. For example;
THE SHORT KID
They said I will grow another foot
Before I reached the age of ten.
It is true I grew another foot,
Guess this is what they meant.

v. Explain the use of nature in Shakespeare’s “shall I compare Thee to Summer’s Day”
Shakespeare’s use of nature is an attempts to explore t the period in which Shakespeare is writing, and exploring the attitudes and influences which impact the era, which was more associated with observing how the natural world was. For instance, he praises his dear friend by comparing him to summer. 
vi. What is the rhyming scheme of Sherman Alexie’s “The Facebook Sonnet”
The rhyming scheme in follows the following pattern
a b a b c d c d e f e f g g
vii. What is Alexie saying about our preoccupation with the internet domain
Throughout the poem Alexie is seen to criticize social media rather than to praise it. For instance, 
Let’s sign up, sign in, and confess,
Here at the altar of loneliness,
viii. Define the term paradox and offer an example
A paradox is a statement that seems absurd or contradictory but yet it makes sense.
 For example; “no bird can make a shadow, as it flies”
ix. Define the term found poem
A found poem is a prose text or texts reshaped by a poet into quasi-metrical lines. These non-poetic contexts are usually broken into lines that convey a verse rhythm.
x. Choose the poem from the “World of Work” that you most relate to and explain the elements that appeal to you.

Robert Frost (1874-1963)
Dust of Snow
The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree

Has given my heart
A change of mood
And saved my part
Of a day I had ruled
The rhyming scheme in this poem produces a rhythm that is not only appealing but also soothing and meaningful. The way the author strings words with similar sounds together makes the rhythm flow with ease.

Section Two: “The love song of j. Alfred Prufrock”
i. Who is speaking in this poem
In this poem T. Stearns Eliot uses J. Alfred Prufrock as an alter ego to explore his own emotions. In this form, the speaker(Prufrock )addresses another person and the reader plays the part of the silent listener.
ii. What simile does use to describe how still the night is in the first stanza ?
“Like a patient etherized upon a table” here, the poet envisions the stillness of the night by comparing it to the tranquility exhibited by an etherized patient lied in the table readied for surgery. 
iii. What are the streets symbolic in this poem
The streets symbolize a place that is calm from chaos and has a breath of life.
iv. Give an example of personification from the poem
The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes, 
The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes, 
v. Give three examples of allusions from the poem
In the poem  pufrock imagines himself as John the Baptist by associating the weeping and fasting to the biblical prophet
“But though I have wept and fasted, wept and prayed,
Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) brought in upon a platter,
I am no prophet — and here’s no great matter”
Secondly, Prufrock alludes that he is famous, a reference to Hamlet
“No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be”
Thirdly, Prufrock alludes from the poem by the classical poet Hesiod which pinpoints of a farmer encouraging his brother to  work as hard as he is.
“And time for all the works and days of hands”
vi. Give an example of alliteration from the poem
In this poem alliteration is used to show vividness and emphasis
No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;
When the wind blows the water white and black;
vii. What does Prufrock think of his life
He thinks of his life as a loathed one. Despite sacrificing to get to this point in his life, through fasting, praying, weeping, he still cannot bring himself to commit to his vision; he cannot even eat a peach due to a deep seated angst.
viii. Why does Prufrock roll his pants up?
He rolls his pants up because he can no longer hide the fact that he is aging. By infamously rolling his trousers up, he is a bit pretending to be assertive and confident. 
ix. Give an example of motif from the poem
“I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.”
“I do not think that they will sing to me.”
The motif here illustrates how Prufrock just can't snap out of this self-imposed existential mindset. 
x. What happens to the reader at the end of the poem
At the end of the poem the reader is brought back into the conversation. It turns out the reader was a sleep in the ocean, but all of a sudden, he gets woken up by “human voices”. Here Prufrock hopes his reader drowns with him, in the salty ocean 

